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				Annual Report 2022-23

Reporting on ACFID’s activities to ensure transparency and accountability


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				ACFID

ACFID is the peak body for Australian NGOs involved in international development and humanitarian action.


			

				
				
				
				
				Our PARTNERSHIPS

ACFID works and engages with a range of strategic partners in addition to our members.


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				GOVERNANCE

ACFID is governed by its Board, ACFID Council, and various expert and governance committees.
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				Conference 2023

GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT 2.0
disruptive dynamics, inspired ideas

18-19 October 2023


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Meet our Members

The ACFID membership is comprised of Australian NGOs that actively work in the international aid and development sector.


			

				
				
				
				
				Become a member

Joining ACFID means joining an experienced and powerful mix of like-minded organisations committed to good international development practice.


			

				
				
				
				
				Membership types & fees

ACFID has two types of organisational membership: Full Membership and Affiliate Membership.


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				State of the Sector 

The State of the Sector Report provides a comprehensive and robust analysis of the state of the Australian aid and development sector.


			

				
				
				
				
				NGO Aid Map

ACFID’s NGO Aid Map allows the Australian public and stakeholders to explore the work of ACFID Members around the world.


			

				
				
				
				
				Development Practice Committee

The DPC is an expert advisory group of development practitioners leading good practice within the sector.
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				Federal Budget 23-24 Analysis

Facts and figures on how aid is presented in this year’s annual budget


			

				
				
				
				
				Strategic Plan

ACFID prioritises a robust response to climate change and pressure on civil society in developing countries, as well as other key priorities.


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Emergency Aid

ACFID Members provide vital life-saving assistance in the immediate aftermath of an emergency.


			

				
				
				
				
				Climate Change

Action on climate change is one of ACFID’s highest priorities, as it is an existential threat to humanity and our development.


			

				
				
				
				
				Civil Society

Civil societies are a cornerstone of regional stability and ensure that the voices of the marginalised are heard. 


			

				
				
				
				
				Supporting NGOS

Supporting NGOs as Valuable Partners.


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Inclusive & locally led development

Walking the talk on inclusive development.


			

				
				
				
				
				Humanitarian Action

Taking humanitarian action for those in greatest need.


			

				
				
				
				
				Elevating Development

Elevating Development to the Heart of Australia’s International Engagement.


			

				
				
				
				
				PSEAH

Improving standards, practice and culture to prevent and respond to sexual exploitation, abuse and harassment.
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				2022-23 ACFID Code of Conduct Review

The ACFID Code of Conduct is periodically reviewed to ensure it continues to reflect good practice and the needs of ACFID and its members.


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Code of Conduct

The Code is a voluntary, self-regulatory industry code of good practice.


			

				
				
				
				
				About the Code

Find out more about the Code of Conduct and how it operates.


			

				
				
				
				
				Good Practice Toolkit

Overview and practical resources, and examples to support the implementation of the Code.


			

				
				
				
				
				Spotlight on the Code

Provides a thematic ‘deep dive’ into each of the nine Quality Principles in the Code


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Compliance

This section outlines the responsibility to be taken by each Member to ensure compliance with the Code.


			

				
				
				
				
				Complaints Handling

How to make a complaint and information on the Code’s independent mechanism to address concerns relating to an ACFID Members’ conduct.


			

				
				
				
				
				Other Standards

Mapping the Code with other professional standards and principles in the humanitarian and aid sector in Australia and internationally
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				A coalition of humanitarian, global health and faith groups are demanding the Australian Government hold Israel accountable for blocking lifesaving aid into Gaza and using starvation as a weapon of war.

The Australian Council for International Development (ACFID), Australian Global Health Alliance (AGHA), National Council of Churches in Australia (NCCA) and Australian National Imams Council (ANIC) call on the Australian Government to:

– Apply and implement targeted sanctions on Israeli officials who have called for the denial of aid, and military and civil servants denying essential food and materials to civilians of Gaza;
– End any trade for military purposes between Australian and Israeli companies;
Use all diplomatic measures to achieve a permanent ceasefire.

Chief Executive Officer of ACFID Marc Purcell said:

“As the world watched in horror and condemned unequivocally the militant attacks on Israel on October 7, so now do we unequivocally condemn the use of starvation of the Palestinian people as a weapon of war against them.

“High-ranking Israeli officials, including Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir, Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich and Energy Minister Israel Katz have made public statements expressing their aim to deprive civilians in Gaza of food, water and fuel. We have seen this approach of denying aid being carried out with effects on the civilian population since the conflict began.

“Starvation is being used as a weapon of war, amounting to a war crime under the Geneva Conventions. What we are witnessing in Gaza is a man made, preventable famine, and it will have a permanent stain on all our collective humanity.

“The deliberate prevention of aid convoys, including the United Nations, from reaching people in the north of Gaza, is a complete and total violation of international humanitarian law which must be condemned with tangible punishment attached.”

AGHA Executive Director Dr Selina Namchee Lo said:

“Without adequate healthcare and nutrients, malnutrition has continued to deepen its grip on people in Gaza, many of whom are now facing starvation. Starvation is the most extreme form of malnutrition and can cause a horrific, slow death as people’s vital organs shut down.

“There is a vicious cycle between malnutrition and illness. As the immune system weakens, someone who is severely malnourished becomes more susceptible to infections, such as diarrhoeal diseases. In the same way, someone who is already sick due to an infection such as diarrhoea is more susceptible to malnutrition. This makes it ever more challenging to ingest life-saving nutrients or medication. If these infections don’t kill them, eventually the prolonged deprivation of nutrition and energy sources will.

“It is unconscionable to continue to withhold access to life-saving food aid from those who desperately need it.”

NCCA President Rev John Gilmore said:

“The National Council of Churches in Australia (NCCA) is dismayed by news of the deaths of the seven aid workers. There can be no excusing this terrible action, nor for starvation coming from the impact of the war. Provision of food is a human right. We continue to plead for an unconditional ceasefire, restoration of the provision of the needs of daily life for the people of Gaza and for peace with justice.”

ANIC President Imam Shadi Alsuleiman said:

“We strongly condemn the targeting of civilians and aid workers. The people of Gaza continue to face severe humanitarian crisis perpetrated by the Israeli occupation, leading to the killing of over 30,000 people, mostly women and children, and starving an entire city of over 2 million people.

“These worsening conditions are exactly why the International Court of Justice has called for ‘unhindered provision at scale of urgently needed basic services and humanitarian assistance’ in line with Israel’s obligations under the Genocide Convention. We demand for an immediate end to this war and for the accountability of Israel.”

The purposeful blockade of food and basic materials necessary for survival – medical equipment, materials for water purification, coupled with the targeted destruction of civilian infrastructure such as power plants – is widespread and systemic.

Additionally, the targeting of those who are assisting in reaching the starving population is unprecedented. The brutal killings of Australian Zomi Frankcom and her six colleagues adds to an already documented 196 deaths of aid workers, the highest number of casualties of humanitarian workers in any other context.

The results of starvation are horrific and repugnant to our common humanity. When a government starves a people, all are dehumanized in the process.

Media contacts:

Australian Council for International Development: Georgie Moore 0477 779 928

National Council of Churches in Australia: Rev John Gilmore, 0413 754 874

Australian Global Health Alliance: Abbie Minter 0476 774 351

Background:

Gaza has been an occupied territory of the Israeli state since 1967 and since 2007, the Government of Israel’s blockade of aid and assistance has limited human and economic development in Gaza.

Starvation of civilians as a method of warfare is prohibited under article 54(1) of the First Additional Protocol to the Geneva Conventions (Protocol I) and article 14 of the Second Additional Protocol (Protocol II). Parties to a conflict may not “provoke [starvation] deliberately” or deliberately cause “the population to suffer hunger, particularly by depriving it of its sources of food or of supplies.”

The Geneva Conventions also require the “rapid and unimpeded passage” of humanitarian aid for civilians in need, the freedom of movement for humanitarian workers, and the protection of civilians.

Starvation is the most extreme form of malnutrition and is defined as an intake of caloric energy less than needed to maintain life. Starvation can cause permanent organ damage and eventually death.

According to the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification “The entire population in the Gaza Strip (2.23 million) is facing high levels of acute food insecurity. Between mid-March and mid-July, in the most likely scenario and under the assumption of an escalation of the conflict including a ground offensive in Rafah, half of the population of the Gaza Strip (1.11 million people) is expected to face catastrophic conditions (IPC Phase 5), the most severe level in the IPC Acute Food Insecurity scale.”

‘Sanctions’ are defined by the Australian Government as: ‘measures not involving the use of armed force’ imposed ‘in situations of international concern’, including ‘the grave repression of the human rights or democratic freedoms of a population by a government.’

Under the regime, the Minister for Foreign Affairs may designate a person or entity for targeted financial sanctions and declare a person for a travel ban if the Minister is satisfied the person or entity has engaged in, has been responsible for, or has been complicit in an act that constitutes a serious violation or serious abuse of a person’s: right to life; or right not to be subjected to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; or
right not to be held in slavery or servitude, or right not to be required to perform forced or compulsory labour.

Further information can be found here.
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                    Learn more
                
            


			

		

	

		
			
				
				
					

					[image: Buildings collapse after the wake of an earthquake in Turkiye and Syria. Aid workers are assisting in the cleanup]
				
            
				
			

			
				
				
                Consolidated Appeal Türkiye and Northern Syria
            

				
				
				
                
                    Learn more
                
            


			

		

	

		
			
				
				
					

					[image: Floods rage through the streets of Pakistan]
				
            
				
			

			
				
				
                Consolidated Appeal Pakistan Floods
            

				
				
				
                
                    Learn more
                
            


			

		

	

                

            

				

			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			
		
	
	    
    
	
			
		
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				[image: ]


[image: ]

			

				
				
				
				
				Private Bag 3 Deakin, ACT, 2600
T: +61 (0)2 6285 1816
E: [email protected]


			
	Follow
	Follow
	Follow


			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Quick Links


			

				
				
				
				
					MyACFID
	Contact Us
	Good Practice Toolkit



			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				© 2024 Copyright ACFID. All Rights Reserved

			

				
				
				
				
				ABN 54 645 667 467
Privacy | Accessibility | Terms and Conditions


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			
		

	
		

			
		
		

						

			
	Loading...
	
		
	



























	
	