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Resources to support submissions to the New Development Policy 

ACFID has created a set of resources which will help inform your thinking for the Australian Government’s new 
international development policy.  

1. Table 1 comprises a reference list, including foundational documents and some analytical or commentary pieces to 
inform your thinking, submissions and communications.  

2. Table 2 comprises selected extracts from the foundational documents, to indicate where ACFID will look to inform its 
arguments. 

TABLE 1 
 

KEY ACFID DOCUMENTS 

ACFID 2022 Federal Election Policy Platform (May 2022) 
Authorised by Marc Purcell and authored by ACFID and its members 

• Elevating Development to the Heart of Foreign Policy 
• Civil Society as the Cornerstone of Effective and Inclusive Development  
• Humanitarian Action for those in Greatest Need  
• Breaking the Intergenerational Cycle of Poverty  
• Strengthening Australia’s Efforts to Address Gender Equality  
• Disability Inclusion in the Australian Aid Program  
• Mobilising Development Finance for Economic Growth and Social Impact  
• Combatting the Greatest Threat to Livelihoods, Security and Wellbeing  
• Strong, Responsive and Resilient Health Systems in the Indo-Pacific  

ACFID’s Advocacy Agenda, 2021 
ACFID’s submissions to the 2019 International Development Policy Review 
• Main submission  
• Humanitarian submission 
• Performance Framework submission 
ACFID Policy Platform (April 2019) Authorised by Marc Purcell and authored by ACFID 

"Clarity or chaos? Development cooperation in a time of contestation.” (October 2019) ACFID Conference 

Deteriorating environment requires development rethink (May 2019) Joint Statement by ACFID and IDCC 

Benchmarks for an Effective and Accountable Australian Aid Program (Jan 2014) ACFID 

KEY AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS AND MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 

Penny Wong, Speech to the UNGA, September 2022 

Penny Wong Speech to the Pacific Islands Forum, 26 May 2022 

Pat Conroy, Speech to the Micah Women's Leaders Breakfast, 7 September 2022 

Partnerships for Recovery (previous policy for international development)  

An Effective Aid Program, 2011 (the most recent International Development Policy under a Labor Government) 
This was informed by the 2011 Independent Review of Aid Effectiveness 

Labor Election Policy Platform, 2022 

Australia’s Foreign Policy White Paper (Nov 2017) 

‘Investing in regional partnerships’ (2018) Office of Development Effectiveness 

KEY DOCUMENTS FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTS 

New Zealand’s policy for International Cooperation for Effective Sustainable Development (ICESD) (2019) 

NZ Foreign Minister’s Inaugural Foreign Policy Speech to Diplomatic Corps, February 2021 

PIFS 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent, 5 August 2022 

OECD DAC Australia Mid-term Review 2021 

OECD Development Co-operation Peer Reviews: Australia (2018) (Main Findings and Full Report) 

https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/ACFID_2022%20Election%20Summary_V3_web%20%281%29.pdf
https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/Election%20Policy%20Brief%20-%20Elevating%20Development_V3.pdf
https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/Election%20Policy%20Brief%20-%20Civil%20society_V6.pdf
https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/Election%20Policy%20Brief%20-%20Humanitarian%20Action_V4.pdf
https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/Election%20Policy%20Brief%20-%20Breaking%20the%20Intergenerational%20cycle%20of%20poverty.pdf
https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/Election%20Policy%20Brief%20-%20Gender%20Equality.pdf
https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/Election%20Policy%20Brief%20-%20Disability%20Inclusion.pdf
https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/Election%20Policy%20Brief%20-%20Development%20Finance.pdf
https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/Election%20Policy%20Brief%20-%20Climate%20Change.pdf
https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/Election%20Policy%20Brief%20-%20Health.pdf
https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/ACFID%202021%20Advocacy%20Agenda_WEB.pdf
https://acfid.asn.au/2019-international-development-policy-review
https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/resource_document/ACFID%20Main%20Submission.pdf
https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/resource_document/Humanitarian%20Submission.pdf'
https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/resource_document/Performance%20Submission.pdf
https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/resource_document/ACFID%20Policy%20Platform.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LIpE0Hf399U
https://idcc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/IDCC-ACFID-Joint-Statement.pdf
https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/resource_document/Benchmarks-for-an-Effective-and-Accountable-Australian-Aid-Program_January2014.pdf
https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/penny-wong/speech/national-statement-un-general-assembly-new-york
https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/penny-wong/speech/speech-pacific-islands-forum-secretariat
https://ministers.dfat.gov.au/minister/pat-conroy/speech/micah-australian-women-leaders-network-parliament-house-canberra
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/partnerships-for-recovery-australias-covid-19-development-response.pdf
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/an-effective-aid-program-for-australia-making-a-real-difference-delivering-real-results
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/publications/Pages/independent-review-of-aid-effectiveness-2011
https://alp.org.au/media/2594/2021-alp-national-platform-final-endorsed-platform.pdf
https://www.fpwhitepaper.gov.au/
https://dfat.gov.au/aid/how-we-measure-performance/ode/strategic-evaluations/Pages/investing-in-regional-partnerships.aspx
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/assets/Aid-Prog-docs/Policy/Policy-Statement-New-Zealands-International-Cooperation-for-Effective-Sustainable-Development-ICESD.pdf
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/speech/inaugural-foreign-policy-speech-diplomatic-corps
https://www.forumsec.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/PIFS-2050-Strategy-Blue-Pacific-Continent-WEB-5Aug2022.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/dac/peer-reviews/DAC-mid-term-Australia-2021.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/dac/peer-reviews/Australia-2018-DAC-peer-review.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/dac/peer-reviews/oecd-development-co-operation-peer-reviews-australia-2018-9789264293366-en.htm
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Canada’s Feminist International Assistance Policy (2017) 

COMMENTARY AND ANALYSIS 

What will it take for the new development policy to be more than just words on a page?, Responses to ‘The Intel’, 
Development Intelligence Lab, 20 October 2022 
Penny Wong dives deep into the audacity of the Oceanic Pacific, ‘Ofa-Ki-Levuka (‘Ofa) Guttenbeil-Likiliki Lowy 
Interpreter, June 2022 
Indigenous Foreign Policy: a new way forward? James Blackwell and Julie Ballangary, Australian Feminist Foreign 
Policy Coalition, April 2022 
The Future Of Foreign Policy Is First Nations. Where Then Are Our Voices?, AIIA , James Blackwell, August 2022 
Australia’s Development Agenda in the Pacific, Heather Wrathall and Melissa Conley Tyler, AIIA, 30 September 2022 

A new aid strategy: purpose, priorities, and plumbing, Dr Cameron Hill, Lowy Interpreter, October 2022 

Economic Diplomacy: Time for transparency on aid reform, Greg Earl, Lowy Interpreter, October 2022 

 
TABLE 2 
 

SELECT PHRASES/CAPTIONS 

Federal Election Policy Platform (2022) 

“It has been more than a decade since the Australian Government conducted an independent review of its 
development cooperation program and more than four years since the 2017 Foreign Policy White Paper. Over this 
period Australia’s strategic circumstances and that of our region, the Indo-Pacific, have changed profoundly.” 

“In this changed world, the role of development cooperation and humanitarian assistance as a practical 
expression of Australia’s values on the international stage, coupled with its ability to help forge enduring global 
and regional partnerships, has never been more important.” 

ACFID calls on political parties to affirm:  

• That an effective and inclusive development cooperation and humanitarian assistance program is a vital 
and unique national capability.  

• That effective development must be defined in terms of poverty reduction, human development and 
progress toward the globally agreed 2030 Sustainable Development Goals.  

• That inclusive development must be defined in terms of transformative change that expands civic space 
and elevates the voices, knowledge and solutions of marginalised people and communities, including 
women, people with a disability and children and youth.  

• That a new long-term development policy should be a whole-of-society endeavour that reflects the 
perspectives and capabilities of our development partners, civil society, Indigenous communities, business, 
universities, and delivery agencies. 

• That all forms of development finance, not only Official Development Assistance, must maximise human 
development impact and must be subject to the same high standards of effectiveness and inclusion, as well 
as transparency and accountability. 

• That whilst many of our development challenges are shared, locally-led development cooperation and 
humanitarian action delivers the most appropriate and sustainable solutions to these challenges. 

• That attempts to restrict the vital advocacy voice of the not-for-profit and charity sector undermines 
Australia’s democratic credentials abroad and inhibits their legitimate role in communicating with the 
Australian people at home. 

Elevating Development to the Heart of Australian Foreign Policy (2022) 

“Australia’s strategic circumstances, including the ongoing effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, demand a long-
term approach to our development policy and budget settings, our partnerships, and our capability. This will 
enhance our ability to seize opportunities, work with other nations and share our expertise to shape a world our 
partners want to see.”  

“The COVID-19 pandemic has reversed regional and global poverty reduction, accelerated inequality and 
undermined human security, and previewed disruptions that are accompanying intensified geopolitical 
competition and the effects of climate change. But the region’s future is not predetermined. Effective and 
inclusive development, alongside strengthened diplomatic and defence engagement, can help Australia work with 
neighbours, allies, friends, and communities to shape the world that we and our partners want to see. Elevating 

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/priorities-priorites/policy-politique.aspx?lang=eng&_ga=2.104160256.1630499743.1576543940-544216729.1576543940
https://www.devintelligencelab.com/intel/20october2022
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/penny-wong-dives-deep-audacity-oceanic-pacific
https://iwda.org.au/assets/files/AFFPC-issues-paper-Indigenous-Foreign-Policy-Blackwell-Ballangarry-FINAL.pdfhttps:/iwda.org.au/assets/files/AFFPC-issues-paper-Indigenous-Foreign-Policy-Blackwell-Ballangarry-FINAL.pdf
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/the-future-of-foreign-policy-is-first-nations-where-then-are-our-voices/
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/australias-development-agenda-in-the-pacific/
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/new-aid-strategy-purpose-priorities-plumbing
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/economic-diplomacy-time-transparency-aid-reform
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development to the heart of Australian foreign policy requires that the policy, budgetary, partnership and 
decision-making architecture to support an effective development program that delivers on both Australia’s and 
our partners’ interests.”  

“Ultimately, the pandemic and the inequalities it has exposed has reinforced the enduring relevance of the 
fundamental building blocks of human development and human security – access to quality health and education 
services, secure economic opportunities and sustainable livelihoods, and inclusive political and economic 
institutions.”  

“Australia’s development cooperation represents a unique national capability. At its core it comprises a network of 
trusted relationships and deep expertise that has been built over decades of working side by side with regional 
governments, civil society, the private sector, and multilateral partners. This network operates at the international, 
national and community levels to help shape a shared vision for our region. It is a critical element of Australia’s 
foreign policy and statecraft.”  

“Australia’s development policy is a key pillar of our foreign policy and statecraft. As such, our policy architecture 
requires: a strategic assessment of Australia’s operating environment; clear long-term objectives designed in 
consultation with partners and matched with capabilities; a supporting multi-year budget framework; and regular, 
rolling updates to the policy during its lifecycle.” 

“Australia’s partners want deep and sustained partnerships defined by mutual respect, mutual accountability, and 
local ownership of development goals. This requires deeper people-to-people and community links which stand 
the test of time and create solidarity between Australia and its partner nations. This involves deep grassroots links 
between people, community, and civil society – relationships that endure over time and build solidarity between 
Australia and its partners. To support these links, Australia should establish tailored 10-year development 
partnerships with key partner nations in the Indo-Pacific.” 

“Australia’s current, development budget settings do not reflect our changing strategic circumstances, our 
regional and global interests, or our values. Despite recent temporary increases made in response to COVID-19, 
Australia’s development cooperation budget, measured both as a share of national wealth over time and 
compared with other OECD donors, has remained at historic lows over the last several years... Australia currently 
ranks 21 out of 29 OECD economies for ODA as a percentage of GNI – below the UK (0.7 per cent), Canada (0.31 
per cent) and New Zealand (0.27 per cent), well below the OECD donor average (0.32 per cent), and even below 
that of smaller, non-G20 economies such as Hungary (0.27 per cent) and Spain (0.24 per cent).” 

What success will look like:  

• Resource an effective and inclusive development program, working with Australia’s partners to shape a 
world that delivers human security, regional cooperation, peace and stability, and prosperity for all.  

• Centre poverty reduction as the overarching goal of Australia’s development program. This should address 
drivers of human insecurity and apply feminist foreign policy principles and modalities in engagement with 
the region and globe.  

• Develop tailored 10-year development cooperation agreements with key partner nations in the Indo-Pacific 
to support the new development policy. As whole-of-government and whole-of-society strategies, these 
will help us develop stronger and more effective relationships with our neighbours through a shared vision 
of development priorities and impact. 

• Legislate 0.5 ODA/GNI by 2025-2026, 0.7 per cent ODA/GNI by 2029-2030.  
• Appoint a Minister for Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Assistance to Cabinet and Cabinet’s 

National Security Committee.  
• Re-invest in DFAT’s specialised development policy, aid management and performance areas.  

Civil Society as a Cornerstone of Effective and Inclusive Development (2022) 

“Supporting and strengthening civil society not only enables Australia to deliver a more effective and locally led 
development program – it also supports pluralism, strengthens effective and accountable governance, builds 
deeper partnerships, and contributes to stability across the Indo-Pacific.”  

“Civic space in our region has never been more vital nor under greater threat. Free and vibrant civil society 
networks enable two-way feedback between citizens and governments, promote and enable the inclusion of 
women and other minority groups, and fill gaps in essential services.” 

“Diminishing civic space is a risk to the economic recovery, prosperity and stability of states in the Indo-Pacific 
region. Amidst a rise in authoritarianism, populism and misinformation globally, including in our region, 
maintaining free and open civic space is essential to promoting inclusive governance and enabling two-way 
feedback loops between people and their governments.” 
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“People-to-people links between Australia and the Indo-Pacific region are essential to regional security and 
cooperation, mutually beneficial trade, and strengthened economic and diplomatic ties. Investment in civil society 
organisations in our region helps Australia generate strong and enduring relationships with populations in 
neighbouring countries.” 

“A stronger focus on civil society will help address rising poverty and inequality, supporting a resilient region. 
Building genuine, sustained partnerships with civil society is both good development practice and is in Australia’s 
national interest.” 

“In times of uncertainty and upheaval, strong relationships, agile programming approaches, and flexible funding is 
essential. It is these factors which have enabled NGOs and civil society organisations to pivot and respond quickly 
to the needs triggered by COVID-19. Throughout the pandemic, civil society has been filling gaps in services or 
programs typically delivered by states, especially for vulnerable and hard-to-reach communities such as women, 
children, people with disabilities and minorities.”  

What success will look like:  

• Make support for strong and vibrant civil society throughout the Indo-Pacific a key objective of Australia’s 
new standalone development policy.  

• Commit to providing at least 25 per cent of Australian ODA to and/or through civil society across 
humanitarian and development programs and funding. This must be flexible, core, multi-year funding.  

• Develop and fund initiatives that nurture civil society networks or civic space ecosystems to create 
opportunities for community partnership and collaboration within civil society, as well as stronger ties and 
feedback loops between civil society, government and the private sector. 

• Develop and publicly release a roadmap towards locally led delivery of Australian Government-funded 
development and humanitarian programs.  

• Fund the Pacific-led implementation of the Pacific Regional Accountability Framework for Civil Society 
Organisations and endorse its use as a benchmark for NGO accountability in support of the realisation of 
locally led development and humanitarian responses across the Pacific.  

Humanitarian Action for those in Greatest Need (2022) 

“The COVID-19 pandemic has heavily impacted an already under-resourced global humanitarian sector and 
simultaneously intensified humanitarian needs globally, making emergencies even more complex. It is more 
important than ever for Australia to take a leading role in anticipatory action and risk reduction, to address the 
root causes of protracted crises and displacement, and contribute our fair share to increasing humanitarian needs 
across the globe.” 

“Between 2015 and 2021 a further 235.4 million people globally became in need of humanitarian assistance – 
with a worrying increase of 40 per cent in the past 12 months alone.” 

“For Australia to maintain its reputation as an effective and reputable humanitarian donor, it must adhere to its 
commitments under critical international agreements, especially those relating to locally led humanitarian 
responses.” 

“In 2021, highest humanitarian needs remain in the Middle East and Africa. The 2017 White Paper highlights the 
importance of these regions to Australia’s conflict prevention and humanitarian objectives.2 Australia’s 
humanitarian and development funding do not currently reflect this.” 

“COVID-19 has highlighted pre-existing vulnerabilities. It has exacerbated conflicts, inequality, gender-based 
violence, climate change-related disasters, societal divisions and poverty.” 

“Globally, more than 90 per cent of humanitarian funding is allocated to response, with less than 1% to 
anticipation, 3.8% to preparedness, and 5.5% to recovery and reconstruction despite being more cost-effective.3 
Anticipatory action requires humanitarian financing to be more flexible, coordinated and predictable.” 

What success will look like: 

• Commit Australia’s fair share of humanitarian financing by doubling the 2017 White Paper’s commitment to 
provide $500m p.a. in global humanitarian funding to at least $1 billion p.a. from 2022-23.4 This increase 
must come from increasing Official Development Assistance and should fund local actors and civil society 
to be ‘as local as possible, as international as necessary’.  

• Ensure Australia’s policies, funding decisions, program activities and organisational structures continue to 
uphold and strengthen the internationally recognised humanitarian principles of humanity, neutrality, 
impartiality, and independence. 
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• Humanitarian decisions, especially those related to funding allocations, must be guided first and foremost 
by humanitarian need and protection. 

• The Australian Government must work collaboratively with humanitarian agencies to improve capacity to 
operate in insecure environments by ensuring that relevant legislation, regulations, policies and procedures 
enable delivery of humanitarian assistance in insecure environments. 

Breaking the Intergenerational Cycle of Poverty (2022) 

“Children are the key to breaking the intergenerational cycle of poverty and disadvantage. Australia’s immediate 
region – the Indo-Pacific – is home to one of the world’s youngest populations. If Australia genuinely want to step-
up in the Pacific, we must make children’s rights and wellbeing a policy priority.”  

“Australian aid is committed to reducing poverty and inequality, and children should be at the heart of this 
endeavour. Children make up half of the world’s poor and half of the world’s refugees. The world’s population is 
becoming increasingly younger, and this youth is disproportionately located in countries experiencing the highest 
rates of poverty. Half of the population of the Pacific Island countries is younger than 23 years old. Despite this, 
less than one quarter of Australia’s aid budget directly supports children, defined as people aged 18 years and 
younger.” 

“Children experience poverty and inequality differently from adults, due to their different needs, opportunities, 
and experiences, unique to their stage in life as young dependents. Focusing aid interventions on children 
achieves holistic, inter-generational impact, and involves working across families, communities, schools, and a 
range of sectors to improve wellbeing in childhood, laying the foundation for positive outcomes for future life 
stages and generations.” 

“COVID-19 is a risk multiplier for children, disrupting their education and amplifying risks of violence, child labour, 
child marriage and other forms of harm. Education has been particularly affected by COVID-19, with schools still 
closed for nearly 77 million students, two years into pandemic.6 It is clear the harm of COVID-19-induced school 
disruptions will extend long beyond the life of the pandemic. To mitigate this harm and ensure children’s long-
term wellbeing, it is imperative to ensure development and humanitarian programs are child-sensitive, especially 
for the most vulnerable children.” 

What success will look like: 

• Develop a new, long-term development policy centred on rights-based and transformative approaches to 
social inclusion, applying a twin track approach that includes dedicated initiatives for gender equality, 
people with a disability, children and other marginalised groups, while also considering these groups 
across all programming. 

• Develop a children’s strategy for Australia’s development cooperation program in line with the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child, and establish a child rights unit within its organisational structure, to ensure 
development and humanitarian programs are child-sensitive and attuned to the impact they have on 
vulnerable children. 

• Introduce a target that at least 80 per cent of aid investments, regardless of their primary objectives, 
effectively support and protect children. 

Strengthening Australia’s Efforts to Address Gender Equality (2022) 

“Achieving gender equality is critical to the fulfilment of human rights for all. It is also an enabler of development 
outcomes across health, social, economic, and environmental domains and is a central component of 
humanitarian action. The inextricable link between gender equality, peace and stability makes gender equality 
central to the achievement of all other aspects of Australia’s international development cooperation and foreign 
policy. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic has eroded development progress and exacerbated inequality – including gender 
inequality and other forms of intersectional marginalisation – around the world. As our region grapples with the 
ongoing impacts of the pandemic, we urgently need to protect and restore hardwon human rights gains. We also 
must act on the opportunity to reset the social norms and systems of power that have upheld inequality and 
marginalisation.” 

“Australia has been at the forefront of efforts toward mainstreaming gender equality in international development. 
But as other nations adopt more ambitious policies and targets, including feminist foreign and international 
development policies, political leadership is needed to ensure that Australia maintains credibility as a leader on 
gender equality around the world.” 

What success will look like: 
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• Frame gender equality as part of the core purpose of Australia’s international development cooperation. 
• Expand DFAT funding and technical expertise for gender, disability and social inclusion analysis of all 

country and regional response plans and new funding initiatives across Australia’s international 
development cooperation program, including resourcing to implement the findings of this analysis. 

• Apply the twin track approach to social inclusion by resourcing dedicated initiatives for women and 
LGBTIQ+ people, people with disabilities, children and youth, and First Nations while ensuring 
mainstreaming across all programming. 

• Re-establish the practice of setting targets for gender equality across the development cooperation 
program by (1) reinstating the gender performance target that 80% of aid investments address gender 
issues in their implementation, (2) committing 15% of ODA to initiatives with gender equality as the 
principal objective, and 80% of ODA to initiatives with gender equality as a significant objective, and (3) 
committing 5% of ODA to be delivered through women’s equality organisations and institutions.  

Disability Inclusion in the Australian Aid Program (2022) 

“Since the 2009 launch of the innovative disability inclusive aid strategy Development for All, Australia has been a 
global leader in disability inclusive development. However, reduced investment, delayed policy formulation, and 
the impact of COVID-19 risk reversing the economic and social gains Australian aid has achieved in disability 
inclusion in our region. With the Australian Government’s second Development for All strategy having expired at 
the end of 2021, it is now more important than ever for Australia to renew our commitment to disability inclusive 
development.”  

“One in seven people globally – more than one billion people – live with some form of disability, and over 80 per 
cent live in low- and middle-income countries. In the Pacific alone live an estimated 1.7 million people with 
disabilities.” 

“Children with disabilities are much less likely to attend school than children without disabilities. The gap in 
primary school attendance rates between children with and without disabilities ranges from 10 per cent in India to 
60 per cent in Indonesia.”  

“People with disabilities in low-income countries face additional barriers to finding work and are unemployed at 
higher rates than non-disabled people. Just 58 per cent of men with disabilities in low-income countries are 
employed – and finding work is even harder for women with disabilities, who experience unemployment at a rate 
nearly three times higher than their male counterparts.”  

“The rate of violence against people with disabilities is between four and 10 times higher than for people without 
disabilities, and children with disabilities are three to four times more likely to experience violence.”  

“The COVID-19 pandemic disproportionately impacted people with disabilities. Organisations of People with 
Disabilities (OPDs) report that people with disabilities are among the hardest hit by the pandemic: experiencing 
higher rates of job losses and food insecurity, and have faced immense challenges in protecting themselves from 
the virus.” 

“Within this context, OPDs have been valuable sources of information and support for their communities during 
the pandemic. Strategic investment in these organisations is needed now, so the pandemic does not widen 
inequalities and push people with disabilities and their families deeper into poverty.”  

“Australia’s renewed commitment to disability inclusive development is never more relevant than with our nearest 
neighbours in the Pacific where there is a strategic opportunity to make a meaningful region-wide commitment to 
the implementation of the Pacific Framework for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities through the proposed 
Partnership for an Inclusive Pacific.” 

What success will look like: 

• Prioritise disability inclusive development though mainstream and disability specific investments across 
Australia’s regional COVID-19 response. 

• Drive the establishment of a regional partnership for disability inclusion in the Pacific to accelerate the 
implementation of the Pacific Framework for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2016-2025. 

• Strengthen Australia’s leadership in disability inclusive development through a human rights-based 
approach in line with obligations under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

• Build the sustainability and capacity of OPDs by directly investing in their leadership through multi-year and 
flexible funding mechanisms, by strengthening partnerships, and by increasing investment into peak 
representative bodies. 

• Foster an evidence-based and transparent approach to disability inclusion that will deepen understanding 
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of the drivers of change in disability inclusion. 

Mobilising Development Finance for Economic Growth and Social Impact (2022) 

“Poverty is rising for the first time in 20 years and COVID-19 threatens to reverse the development advances of 
recent decades. Yet funding for development assistance globally is in crisis: there is a USD 4.2 trillion dollar 
shortfall in financing required to support the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030, 
and this gap is only widening as poverty rises while development financing stagnates.1 Australia must use all 
forms of development finance to invest in human development, deliver on our commitment to the 2030 agenda, 
and support a clean energy transition in the Indo-Pacific region.”  

“Amid rising sovereign debt, widening inequality, and the ongoing health and economic effects of COVID-19, a 
move towards innovative development financing has never been more timely or important in the fight to reduce 
poverty and enable inclusive and sustainable development.” 

“Grants remain core to the delivery of development programs and should increase, but public funding alone 
cannot bridge the widening financing gap. Australia must mobilise all forms of development finance, including 
blended finance, to achieve the sustainable development agenda. Maximising development impact must be the 
primary objective of all development finance initiatives.” 

“As experienced and knowledgeable development actors, NGOs are well-placed to contribute to public-private 
investments which aim to drive inclusive economic growth and generate positive and sustainable social and 
human development outcomes.” 

What success will look like:  

• Include the breadth of development finance mechanisms across both ODA and non-ODA funding in a new-
long term development policy  

• Establish a standalone Development Finance Institution to bring together Australia’s existing development 
finance initiatives under ‘one roof’, which would enhance strategic coherence, reduce fragmentation, and 
centralise expertise across government to lead and manage innovative development finance mechanisms.  

• Reinvigorate Australia’s strategic approach to development finance by (1) putting development impact as 
the overarching objective of all development finance initiatives, (2) improving the transparency and 
accountability of development investments, including ensuring a clearer articulation of ODA and non-ODA 
development finance in the budget papers, and regular public reporting of all ODA and non-ODA 
investments that support development outcomes. 

Combatting the Greatest Threat to Livelihoods, Security and Wellbeing (2022) 

“Climate change will disrupt and reverse economic and human development. In partnering to support stability 
and economic recovery in our near region, the Government must invest in ways that protect it from its greatest 
risk and threat.” 

“Climate change has the potential to undo decades of development progress. Locally led recovery from COVID-
19 needs to support people in our region to build longer-term social, environmental and economic resilience.”  

“Addressing poverty and inequality cannot be effective without addressing global climate and environmental 
impact. Integrating the co-benefits of climate and biodiversity gains into livelihood and socio-economic 
development will be essential to all climate resilient future programming.” 

“Climate change will have a greater impact on the poorest and most marginalised people around the world, in 
particular women and girls.” 

“Local communities including women and girls, and indigenous groups, faith leaders, people with disabilities and 
young people have been at the forefront of leadership on climate change, often combining traditional practices 
and cutting-edge science. Locally led responses to climate change need to be prioritised both in their own right 
and with systems strengthening and building technical and financial capacity.” 

“By reclaiming its global leadership in climate finance, Australia can benefit by strengthening its reputation and 
influence globally and particularly in our region. The strengths of Australia’s climate finance have included the 
equal distribution of finance between mitigation and adaptation and its delivery thought grants rather than loans. 
However, Australia currently sits near the bottom of global rankings for financing commitments and broader 
climate action.” 

“Without greater domestic and international ambition on climate change, Australia’s development assistance 
program will be undermined as will our diplomatic relationships and international reputation and influence.”  
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Strong, Responsive and Resilient Health Systems in the Indo-Pacific (2022) 

“COVID-19 has demonstrated the inextricable link between the health and well-being of populations worldwide. 
In the Indo-Pacific region, the pandemic has exposed the fragility of health care systems, impacting already 
marginalised people most significantly and created secondary impacts worse than the pandemic itself. Australia 
must now help build strong, responsive, and resilient health systems in the Indo-Pacific that are capable of 
responding to health emergencies while ensuring continuous equitable access to essential health services which 
address ongoing population health needs.” 

“Marginalised people, such as women, people with a disability and children, have been hardest hit. Special focus 
must be given to addressing the specific health needs of these groups.” 

“The Indo-Pacific region’s pandemic response and recovery efforts must prioritise investing in health and its 
determinants as a fundamental building block of human development.” 

“Without getting these foundations right, the wider development impacts of COVID-19— rising poverty, fragile 
social cohesion, slumping economies, widening social inequity—will only endure and worsen.” 

What success will look like:  

• As part of 10-year development cooperation agreements, the Australian government should commit to a 
long-term regional health policy for the Indo-Pacific that focuses on strengthening integration across health 
systems and is informed by a joint working group of DFAT and multi-sector partners, including local 
partners 

• Under this new policy an incoming government should assist Indo-Pacific nations to (1) Improve the 
quantity and quality of the health workforce, particularly at the primary care level, (2) Increase long-term 
investment in Health Information Systems and help integrate health data systems to drive decision-making 
(3) Improve surveillance capacity for monitoring pandemic outbreaks and informing existing responses to 
communicable diseases, applying a health lens to all digital innovations, (4) Enhance social and behavioral 
science capacity for improved risk communication and community engagement, (5) Support catch-up 
vaccination programs to minimise outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases (6) Support integrated models 
of service delivery focusing on population health (7) Strengthen the capacity at all levels of government for 
health planning, budgeting, and management, tying these investments with wider aid programming which 
strengthens governance (8) Increase preventive and promotive population health interventions for non-
communicable disease (9) Improve the quality of service delivery at community health facilities.  

• Enhance regional leadership to mitigate future knowledge and workforce shortages by providing more 
funding for investing in long-term, multi-sectoral networks between government, local community leaders, 
private sector organisations, NGOs and academic institutions focusing on health priorities, now and into 
the future 

• Leverage the experience and local connections of NGOs and civil society partners to ensure the strategy is 
responsive to local needs and delivers at local level. Where feasible, Australia should fund local and 
community-based organisations, including academic institutions in the region 

• Ensure that locally-led approaches are the universal model for practice and apply to all activities, programs 
and initiatives. Building health systems that are locally grounded, and not reliant on flown-in international 
support, is essential to the sustainability and long-term effectiveness of services and programs 

• Re-establish bilateral health programs in select Southeast Asian nations (Indonesia, Philippines, and 
Mekong countries) to assist in COVID-19 recovery and support long-term health system strengthening. 
Australia should build on existing health investments in the Pacific, and further deepen bilateral and 
regional programs for primary health care. 

• Contribute Australia’s equitable share to global COVID-19 efforts to fully vaccinate most of the world’s 
population by the end of 2022 and invest $50 million in tackling vaccine hesitancy in our region. 

• Reflect the importance of health in regional recovery from COVID-19 and growing secondary impacts by 
doubling Australia’s health ODA over the next five years. This should be made from new, additional 
allocations to the ODA budget. 
 

ACFID’s 2019 Submissions to the Development Policy Review 

“The Australian Government’s intent and the desire of the Australian people is to live in a peaceful, prosperous 
and cooperative region. Substantial Federal funds are dedicated to building economic, military and security 
partnerships to fulfil that intent and desire. The Development Cooperation Policy’s contribution should be 
investing in human development and poverty alleviation and resolutely focused on the people and communities of 
Australia’s partner-nations. This will address the root causes of challenges which undermine a peaceful, prosperous 
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and cooperative region.”  

“As the epitome of the fair-go, this is also where the program derives its public legitimacy. In a nationally 
representative YouGov poll commissioned by ACFID in December 2019, 59 per cent of people said Australia’s 
international aid to poor countries should primarily serve the poorest people and those most in need, as opposed 
to the 34 per cent who said it should primarily serve Australia’s interests.” 

“Australia must prioritise those furthest behind and create inclusive, resilient communities where people of all ages 
and identities are free from extreme poverty, marginalisation, exploitation, abuse, hunger and sickness. Rather than 
a focus on wealth generation, the program must address multiple drivers of poverty at household and individual 
level, particularly the gendered nature of poverty, and should reach those who are displaced and living in situations 
of conflict and disaster.” 

 

ACFID Policy Platform (April 2019) 

“Dramatic shifts in our partners’ priorities and geostrategic dynamics have not been matched by changes to the 
Australian aid program. The program is underfunded and lacks strategic coherence and sufficient capability.” 
“A new development cooperation policy and performance framework should be driven by the pursuit of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to ensure Australia is supporting the poorest people and most fragile 
states, while creating regional peace, stability and prosperity and the mutually beneficial relationships to achieve 
it.” 

[The review ought to prioritise:] “establishing the principles and priority of sustainable and inclusive development 
as a driving force behind Australian Foreign Policy; resetting Australia’s engagement in Asia including middle 
income countries, to develop more and deeper partnerships; identifying pathways for investment in the Australian 
Government’s international development analytical and implementation capability; establishing a framework for 
locally led partnerships in mutual pursuit of the SDGs; aligning the new development cooperation program with a 
new national strategy for the SDGs, agreed with states and territories; and increasing the transparency and 
communication of the Australian development cooperation at home and internationally to build domestic public 
support and demonstrate that Australia is a good international citizen and reliable partner.” 

[Australia should:]” Australian Government should work to establish a bipartisan commitment to rebuilding the 
Australian development cooperation budget which includes a floor for Official Development Assistance (ODA) 
levels enshrined in legislation and with a budget trajectory that ensures levels reach 0.7 per cent of Gross National 
Income (GNI) by 2030.” 

“ACFID supports the bipartisan report of the Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade to 
establish a timeframe of no more than five years for increasing Australia’s funding for development cooperation to 
at least 0.5 per cent of GNI, and to a second timeframe of no more than 10 years for increasing funding to at least 
0.7 per cent of GNI. This should be achieved and enshrined in legislation so funding floors are established for 
Australian development cooperation.” 

“Infrastructure – and the associated lending – must be guided by criteria which has sustainable and inclusive 
development principles embedded. Loans must also be accompanied with high levels of social and environmental 
safeguards and transparency. Debt-servicing to Australia should also not remove public resources for supporting 
essential services in recipient nations. It is essential that loan-financed infrastructure consider sustainability, 
including resilience to climate change and ongoing benefits to local communities. This can be achieved through 
complementary grants to support the systems and institutions for education, health and governance.” 

[Australia should] “invest in the civil society of developing nations as a means of helping create peaceful, stable 
and democratic societies. [Success looks like:] 

• Overall Australian development assistance channelled to and through civil society rises to 20 per cent 
commensurate with comparative donors and the importance of democratic accountability in our region; 

• Civil society strengthening is a standalone feature of the new development cooperation program; 
• A new civil society partnerships strategy is established by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade for 

peace and stability building through local and Australian CSOs. This should include initiatives such as 
fostering engagement between CSOs and the private sector through trilateral partnerships, blended 
finance instruments or matched funding; 

• A civil institution target is established as part of the development cooperation program performance 
framework to drive development cooperation program performance on matters of building civil society; 

• Tenderers – as part of Australian development cooperation procurement processes – demonstrate how 

https://acfid.asn.au/sites/site.acfid/files/resource_document/ACFID%20Policy%20Platform.pdf
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they propose to engage, strengthen and work with civil society; and 
• Local and Australian civil society representatives are formally and consistently engaged in the design of 

new development programs.” 

[Australia should] “commit its fair share of global humanitarian financing and ensure humanitarian assistance 
reaches those in greatest need. [Success looks like:] 

• Australia is contributing its fair share of global humanitarian financing by increasing humanitarian program 
funding to at least $570 million every year;  

• Australia’s humanitarian assistance is allocated on the basis of need, and fully complies with the 
humanitarian principles of humanity, impartiality, neutrality and independence; 

• At least 20 per cent of Australia’s humanitarian funding is delivered directly through Australian and local 
NGOs, in line with the OECD average, and in support of the localisation of humanitarian responses; 

• Australia is delivering at least 5 multi-year funding packages to address protracted crises, for example in 
Yemen, Myanmar/Bangladesh, South Sudan/Somalia and DRC;  

• Australia is ensuring that it closes the divide between humanitarian and development programming, to 
ensure that life-saving assistance is provided, while the root causes of crises also are addressed; and 

• Australia increases the transparency of its humanitarian program and provides information on how 
humanitarian response funding is determined by crisis and by funding modality.” 

Deteriorating Environment Requires Development Rethink – Joint Statement by ACFID and IDCC. 2019 

“Australia is not doing enough to underpin the peaceful, cooperative development of the Asia Pacific region on 
which its security, jobs and exports rely.” 

“In the face of increasing challenges in our region, growing strategic competition and an international 
development budget that is a third smaller than it was five years ago, we cannot deliver adequately for Australia.” 

“We must move decisively to re-establish our credentials as an Asian Pacific nation that wants to work 
cooperatively with others to shape the future of the region.” 

“We must heed Pacific leaders' calls that their communities make the key decisions about their region, including 
on large infrastructure projects that carry substantial repayment obligations.” 

“Those projects must be sustainable and inclusive and represent the best use of development resources. The new 
Australian Infrastructure Financing Facility for the Pacific (AIFFP) is one opportunity for the Australian Government 
to be more visible and shape the future, but it must be set up and governed in a way that delivers for our Pacific 
partners.” 

“We must stay deeply engaged with ASEAN nations to help lift incomes and make their societies stronger and 
more resilient. Far-sighted leadership recognises that we are also key beneficiaries of such efforts and champions 
them publicly.” 

“In a changed world, our international development efforts must be reframed, not as aid, but as a collaborative 
enterprise in pursuit of shared regional and global interests.” 

“Those interests include sustaining and broadening prosperity, reducing growing inequality, improving 
transparency and the rule of law and dealing, much more vigorously with climate change and environmental 
degradation. All of these interests require a continued focus on improving gender equality. Our interests also 
include making substantially stronger humanitarian contributions to alleviate suffering, forestall large-scale people 
movement and recognise the intense pressure placed on national governments by disasters.” 

 

Penny Wong UNGA Speech (2022) 

“The new Australian Government is determined to make real progress on the national journey of healing with 
Indigenous Australians, the First Peoples of our continent. As Foreign Minister, I am determined to see First Nations 
perspectives at the heart of Australian foreign policy, and this week I have been encouraged by discussions with 
other countries on their own journeys.”  

“Despite inheriting the biggest debt in our nation’s history, the new Australian Government is determined to play its 
part in supporting the development of other nations – particularly in our region.” 
 
“We are alarmed that for the first time, the UN’s Human Development Index has declined for two consecutive years, in 
2020 and 2021. The impact of this decline has been most severe on women and girls, with nearly half a billion women 
and girls now living in extreme poverty. And the global food security crisis is increasingly grave. More than 800 million 
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people go to bed hungry every night. 345 million people face acute food insecurity. 50 million people across 45 
countries are on the brink of famine. This is a growing scale of human suffering that threatens untold global instability.” 

 
“Australia is increasing our contribution to development assistance by over a billion dollars. If we are ever to achieve 
the Sustainable Development Goals, which represent our collective vision for minimum living standards for everyone 
living on this planet, every country needs to do more. Over the coming months, we are designing a new development 
policy, outlining how we will play our part in a world in an era of crisis – and how we will help developing countries 
without driving them into unsustainable debt.” 
 
“Nothing is more central to the security and economies of the Pacific than climate change. As Pacific leaders 
themselves put it plainly in the first article of the 2018 Pacific Island Forum’s Boe Declaration on Regional Security: 
We reaffirm that climate change remains the single greatest threat to the livelihoods, security and wellbeing of the 
peoples of the Pacific and our commitment to progress the implementation of the Paris Agreement.” 
 
Pat Conroy – Micah Australian Women Leaders Network (2022) 
 
“The security, economic and international relations cases demonstrate that providing foreign aid advances Australia's 
national interest. But there is another important reason to help the world's poorest people – and that's because it is the 
right thing to do. And without having great insight into what motivates everyone in this room, I suspect that's why 
you're here today, because supporting fellow human beings is the right thing to do. I'm convinced that the moral 
argument is the most compelling of the cases for foreign aid. Tackling poverty must be an urgent imperative for all 
people of conscience, especially for a generous nation committed to the fair go.” 
 
“As the former UK International Development Secretary Andrew Mitchell has said, “[There are] deep discrepancies of 
opportunity and wealth which disfigure our world and which mean that some people live in grinding misery, fear and 
poverty, but they know because of globalisation that there are other parts of the world where people live in great luxury 
and wealth and success.” Just think of this for a moment, ladies and gentlemen. Poverty condemns parents around the 
world to watch their children die from diseases that have been eradicated in our very own country. That is something 
that we must fight to change.” 
 
“More than one million Australians donate an estimate $1 billion a year to aid organisations carrying out development 
and humanitarian work. But individuals, charities and non‑government organisations can't do it all alone. We need a 
strong and effective government foreign aid program to tackle global poverty and support development. That's why 
this Government has committed to increase Australia's Official Development Assistance budget by just over $1 billion 
over the next four years.” 
 
Partnerships for Recovery (the most recent Australian Government Strategy for International Development, 2020) 
 
“The COVID-19 pandemic represents one of the most profound challenges to economic development and human 
wellbeing in a century. The initial effects have been felt most heavily in wealthier countries. But the eventual impacts 
are likely to be most acute across the developing world, including in Australia’s near region. This threatens to 
jeopardise progress towards the 2030 Sustainable Development Goal.”  
 
“The impacts in the Indo-Pacific are already severe. This poses profound challenges to Australia’s economic and 
security interests. The region has been the engine room of global growth for decades. This has underpinned Australia’s 
prosperity for many years.” 
 

ALP Federal Election Policy Platform (2022) 

“Partners for peace and prosperity in our region 

Labor believes Australia’s security and prosperity are strengthened when we are an active partner in the Indo-Pacific 
region. Labor’s priorities for the region include:  

a. the continuation of the liberal rules-based order in which military and economic power is not the only 
decisive factor;  

b. promoting the centrality of ASEAN as a key platform for regional stability and ASEAN nations as key 
bilateral relationships for Australia;  

c. focussing on our special relationship with Pacific Island countries in our near region;  
d. advancing the power of our international development and cooperation programs to support the stability, 
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security and economic development of Pacific Island countries;  
e. the continued constructive engagement of the United States in the Indo-Pacific; and  
f. regional co-operation and engagement.”  

“The incidence and severity of natural disasters in Australia around the world is increasing, and in an increasingly 
connected world these disasters are having broader and longer-lasting disruptive impacts on individuals and 
economies. Accordingly, our capacity to prepare for, respond to and build back better after disasters must keep 
pace. Under Labor, Australia's foreign policy efforts and international development programs will emphasise efforts 
to build resilient communities by preventing, mitigating and preparing for disasters both at home and in the Indo-
Pacific region, embedding prevention and preparations for climate change related challenges at every level. Labor 
will deliver a safer and fairer disaster management framework by promoting and integrating the United Nations 
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.”  

“Labor believes our international development program should reflect Australia’s generous spirit, and advance our 
national interests, consistent with our values: our belief in democracy, liberty, the rule of law and human rights. Labor 
will rebuild Australia’s international development program and increase Official Development Assistance to 
internationally accepted levels in a timely manner. We will work with the international community to achieve the 
longstanding funding targets contained in the Sustainable Development Goals. Labor will, over time, achieve a 
funding target for the international development program of at least 0.5 per cent of Gross National Income. Labor 
will increase aid as a percentage of Gross National Income every year that we are in office starting with our first 
budget. 

Labor will ensure Australian international development addresses:  

a. poverty reduction; 
b. equitable access to quality health and education services; 
c. economic development and infrastructure investment; 
d. climate change and environmental sustainability, sustainable agriculture, forest and fisheries management 

and food security; 
e. water, sanitation and hygiene;  
f. good governance including public provision of services, social and financial inclusion, open civic space, 

human rights and strong trade union development; 
g. global humanitarian crises and the root causes of crisis, conflict, instability and insecurity  
h. empowerment of people with disabilities; and  
i. gender equality and empowerment of women and girls as a key objective, including ensuring at least 80 per 

cent of Australia’s aid investments address gender issues and tackling violence against women and children. 

Labor will implement the Sustainable Development Goal process as a global blueprint to end extreme poverty. The 
SDGs will guide Labor’s plan for Australia’s international development program. 

Labor's international development program will be inclusive and non-discriminatory, and will promote human rights. 

Labor’s international development program will be delivered through an appropriate balance between the public 
sector, the private sector and non-government organisations (NGOs). We will ensure all aid delivery partners 
including government agencies, private companies, NGOs and multilateral institutions are held to high standards to 
promote accountability and aid effectiveness.” 
 
Australia’s Foreign Policy White Paper  

 
The Framework  
“We identify five objectives of fundamental importance to Australia’s security and prosperity. The Government will: 
promote an open, inclusive and prosperous Indo–Pacific region in which the rights of all states are respected; 
deliver more opportunities for our businesses globally and stand against protectionism; ensure Australians remain 
safe, secure and free in the face of threats such as terrorism; promote and protect the international rules that 
support stability and prosperity and enable cooperation to tackle global challenges; and step up support for a 
more resilient Pacific and Timor–Leste.” 

 
On Values 
“Australia is pragmatic. We do not seek to impose values on others. We are however a determined advocate of 
liberal institutions, universal values and human rights. The Government believes that our support internationally for 
these values also serves to advance our national interests. Societies that observe these values will be fairer and 
more stable. Their economies will benefit as individual creativity is encouraged and innovation rewarded. 
Australia’s development assistance program similarly reflects our values while supporting our interests. Our 
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investment in the stability and resilience of developing countries works to improve our own security and 
prosperity.” 
 
“Australia’s values are a critical component of the foundation upon which we build our international engagement. 
Our support for political, economic and religious freedoms, liberal democracy, the rule of law, racial and gender 
equality and mutual respect reflect who we are and how we approach the world. They underpin a strong, fair and 
cohesive society at home and are a source of influence for Australia internationally.” 
 
On Development Assistance 
“Our assistance alleviates suffering and serves our national interests by helping countries to advance economic 
reform, fight threats such as extremism, guard against the spread of infectious diseases, and build resilience to 
natural disasters and economic shocks. We support better state capability to improve governance and reduce 
poverty and inequality. Our development program magnifies the influence that Australia brings to bear on pressing 
regional and global problems, including efforts to meet the Sustainable Development Goals (Chapter 6). 
 
“Australia’s commitment to solving regional and global challenges underpins our standing as an influential and 
successful nation. Our development partnerships also expand our points of engagement and international 
influence.” 
 
“We know growth alone will not guarantee prosperity and stability. That is why we focus on poverty reduction and 
promoting the participation in the economy and society of the most disadvantaged, including women and girls and 
people living with disabilities.” 
“Australia will use its overseas development assistance, including through aid for trade, to catalyse sustained and 
inclusive economic growth to help reduce poverty.” 
“Where appropriate, we will work with countries to advance and protect human rights through development 
assistance and humanitarian support.” 
“use our development assistance to help partner countries join and comply with international rules-based 
processes.” 
“Australia will continue to provide development assistance to help partner countries maximise benefits from their 
natural resources and energy sectors.” 
“We will continue to assist communities in our region, including through our development assistance, to 
sustainably manage fish 95 stocks and marine ecosystems, and improve aquaculture production.” 
“Responding to climate change will continue to be a priority for Australia’s development assistance.” 
“When allocating development assistance, we apply four tests: is this in our national interest?; will this promote 
inclusive growth and reduce poverty?; does Australia’s contribution add value and leverage partner funding?; will 
this deliver results and value for money?” 

 
On NGOs  

“NGOs in particular are vital partners in our effort to encourage greater prosperity and stability in our region 
through the delivery of development assistance. They bring strong connections to local communities, a 
comprehensive understanding of poverty in local contexts, and deep development expertise. NGOs can often 
reach vulnerable groups that are otherwise difficult to access, such as those in areas hit by natural disasters. They 
also make significant contributions to 108 multilateral processes on issues like climate change and sustainable 
development, often participating in official Australian delegations.” 

 

From Investing in Regional Partnerships – Office of Development Effectiveness (2018)  
“This Office of Development Effectiveness evaluation assessed how the aid program is positioned to support 
Australia's economic partnerships with Asian middle-income countries, focused on Indonesia, Vietnam and the 
Southeast Asia Regional programs. 
 
The evaluation found that there is a strong strategic and development case to continue providing development 
assistance to Asian middle-income countries, and that Australian assistance adds value by helping partner countries 
mobilise other resources and improve the quality of their spending. 
 
Australian assistance is well regarded for being flexible, responsive, low-profile when necessary and committed to long-
term reform objectives. The evaluation documented some impressive results. 
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Among the recommendations are that DFAT could better articulate the objectives of its economic partnerships to 
ensure messaging is consistent across aid, trade and diplomatic efforts. Also, that to support more ambitious 
partnerships, DFAT will need to adapt its systems and strengthen staff capabilities.” 

 
From New Zealand’s policy for International Cooperation for Effective Sustainable Development (ICESD) 

“New Zealand cooperates for sustainable development as a Pacific country and a global citizen. The 
environmental, economic, governance, and human development challenges facing our region and the world are 
many and complex. They impact us and we are committed to working with others to meet them.” 

“The purpose of our cooperation under this policy is to contribute to a more peaceful world, in which all people 
live in dignity and safety, all countries can prosper, and our shared environment is protected.” 

“This policy also confirms our support for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. New Zealand will work 
for global solutions to global sustainable development challenges and particularly accelerated action to address 
climate change and its impacts, in line with the Paris Agreement. We will support an effective contribution from 
multilateral and regional institutions to deliver on the 2030 Agenda.” 

“This policy confirms our global and regional cooperation to affirm: 

• human rights, effective governance and democracy; 
• the prevention and peaceful resolution of conflict;  
• gender equality and women’s empowerment; 
• sound stewardship of the environment and climate; and 
• child and youth well-being.” 

“Our relationships and ODA in the Pacific will be informed by principles of understanding, friendship, mutual 
benefit, sustainability and collective ambition.” 

“New Zealand will pursue impact development outcomes that are: effective…inclusive…resilient…and sustained.” 

“New Zealand will ensure its development cooperation is effective through the following principles for how we 
work:  

- a values-based and transparent approach to engagement; 
- a strong focus on mutually accountable partnerships; 
- adaptive approaches driven by local context and continuous learning; and 
- fostering a culture of results using evidence-based decision making.” 

 
Inaugural Foreign Policy Speech to NZ Diplomatic Corps, Hon Nanaia Mahuta, February 2021 
“Aotearoa has historical, cultural, social, linguistic and kin connections across the Pacific all of which links us to the 
significant diaspora communities here. We refer to the Blue Pacific Continent as Te Moana-nui-a-Kiwa. 
Our Pacific reset policy is an important commitment.I’m clear that our relationships across the Pacific acknowledges 
the inherent mana of each country. I want this to be reflected in the way we partner and engage in the long term 
resilience of Pacific nations. By building on the values of whanaungatanga (kinship), kotahitanga (common purpose) 
and kaitiakitanga (stewardship and care) we can promote investment, advocacy, and co-partnering the long term 
resilience of the Pacific.” 
 
 

Indigenous Foreign Policy: a new way forward? James Blackwell and Julie Ballangary, Australian Feminist Foreign 
Policy Coalition, April 2022 

“The exclusion of First Nations within Australia at a domestic level, has also led to the exclusion of First Nations 
when looking at issues of foreign policy. Despite First Nations unique ontologies, epistemologies, and 
cosmologies, our perspectives are not treated as legitimate approaches to foreign policy. The relational nature of 
First Nations approaches to foreign policy is largely neglected and overlooked within foreign policy scholarship 
and policymaking.” 

“…the Indigenous Diplomacy Agenda and its terms of reference were developed without any significant levels of 
consultation with First Nations peoples and no accountability mechanisms. 19 Those First Nations peoples who 
were involved in this consultation process were from within DFAT. This raises some concerns around the validity of 
only using First Nations bureaucrats in the consultation process, as current institutions merely seek to place us 
within a system that is not designed for us, and without our involvement, or recognition of our perspectives. When 
policymakers do this, it is not First Nations setting the agenda for our own destinies, but government dictating the 

https://www.mfat.govt.nz/assets/Aid-Prog-docs/Policy/Policy-Statement-New-Zealands-International-Cooperation-for-Effective-Sustainable-Development-ICESD.pdf
https://iwda.org.au/assets/files/AFFPC-issues-paper-Indigenous-Foreign-Policy-Blackwell-Ballangarry-FINAL.pdfhttps:/iwda.org.au/assets/files/AFFPC-issues-paper-Indigenous-Foreign-Policy-Blackwell-Ballangarry-FINAL.pdf
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terms of our own participation.” 

The Future Of Foreign Policy Is First Nations. Where Then Are Our Voices?, AIIA , James Blackwell, August 2022 
“The promise of First Nations foreign policy is extremely large and beneficial. It has the ability to not only transform 
how Australia acts and interacts on the world stage, including with its allies and partners, but it also has the potential to 
fundamentally reshape how Australia sees itself, and the world around it.” 

“Look no further than the work already being done by First Nations scholars, on the transformative and relational 
nature of First Nations approaches, to see the impact and prospects First Nations bring. But all of this is meaningless if 
those inside and outside government sideline us. I am heartened by the work of Minister Wong, but more time is 
needed to see if her actions on engagement and partnership match her words.” 

A New Aid Strategy: Purpose, Priorities and Plumbing (October 2022), Dr Cameron Hill  

“A new strategy is a chance to articulate more precisely how the development program relates to Australia’s 
national interests.”  

“...Given a rapidly changing context, the strategy should avoid simply “listing” sectoral areas and instead focus on 
defining the criteria that Australia will use when it comes to making hard choices about how to allocate scarce aid 
dollars.” 

if the government is serious that Australia must “play our part in a world in an era of crisis”, the strategy should set 
out the role of aid in helping prevent and combat international “public bads” – pandemics, climate change and 
protracted humanitarian crises. Australia has short-changed its global aid “burden share” for some years, including 
during the pandemic. The strategy is a chance to rectify this at a time when extreme poverty is increasing for the 
first time in decades and global aid is under enormous pressure. 

Finally, the new strategy is a chance for the government to strengthen the bureaucratic “plumbing” needed for a 
more effective aid program. This means linking long-term country strategies and partnerships with results and 
multi-year budget allocations. It means working across government and with partners to reduce fragmentation, 
advance localisation, and drive impact. And it means rebuilding the aid management capability in the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade and reversing worsening aid transparency. The last decade has not been kind to these 
functions within an integrated DFAT and Labor came to power promising to address them.” 

“Indeed, a new aid strategy could be a chance to restore the pre-2013 bipartisan consensus on aid, particularly 
given that both of the major parties have repeatedly acknowledged the need for development, diplomacy and 
defence to work together (recognising their respective strengths) to help shape the kind of world Australia and its 
partners want to see.” 

Economic Diplomacy: Time for transparency on aid reform (October 2022). Greg Earl  

Foreign Minister Penny Wong appears to have raised the stakes in the debate over a development finance 
institution (DFI) which has featured here on The Interpreter by telling no less than the United Nations General 
Assembly that Australia will have a new development policy “in coming months”. 

“Using more creative leveraging tools in Australian development aid has been on the agenda since the 2017 
Foreign Policy White Paper and the experiments along the way, from the Scaling Frontier Innovation Program to 
the Telstra Digicel deal, should have provided plenty of practical learning on the job experience. But it does seem 
time for a more coherent institutional structure which can be evaluated more transparently.” 

 
“One of the clear challenges for the sweeping new approach to aid promised by Wong will be the growing reality that 
all the focus on better governance is not being translated on the ground into more democracy.” 
 

What can Australia do? (Oct 2019), Alan Gyngell  

“I noted earlier that Australia does not have the resources to induce others to act as we wish, but we can still have 
influence through aid. This mostly comes not by buying support for Australian policy but by reaching beyond 
transactional exchanges with recipient governments to help align our national development objectives and shape 
shared standards and systems. That sort of agency, too, is becoming more difficult, however, as our aid budget 
shrinks to an all-time low as a percentage of GNI.” 

“In a world like this, it will be important for Australia to rediscover how to use the instruments of persuasion. That 
means investing in foreign policy and funding our diplomatic networks, our aid program, our soft power outreach – 
as effectively as we fund our military and security services.” 

https://iwda.org.au/assets/files/AFFPC-issues-paper-Indigenous-Foreign-Policy-Blackwell-Ballangarry-FINAL.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/review-of-international-studies/article/relational-indigenous-systems-aboriginal-australian-political-ordering-and-reconfiguring-ir/E53222A30F7323C77B41B39EFED4EA02
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/review-of-international-studies/article/relational-indigenous-systems-aboriginal-australian-political-ordering-and-reconfiguring-ir/E53222A30F7323C77B41B39EFED4EA02
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/assessing-australia-s-role-global-vaccine-equity
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/37739/9781464818936.pdf?sequence=8&isAllowed=y
https://devpolicy.org/wrecking-ball-the-ukraine-crisis-and-global-aid-20220923/
https://devpolicy.org/aid-transparency-audit-20221004/
https://devpolicy.org/office-of-development-effectiveness-praised-then-abolished-20200925-3/
https://devpolicy.org/labor-will-rebuild-australias-international-development-program-20220516/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpw78iFbpG4knlRYyML54SA/videos?view=0&sort=da
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/five-reasons-australia-should-establish-development-finance-institution
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/six-reasons-be-cautious-about-australia-establishing-dfi
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/building-better-development-finance-institution-australia-s-opportunity
https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/penny-wong/speech/national-statement-un-general-assembly-new-york
https://scalingfrontierinnovation.org/
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Penny Wong dives deep into the audacity of the Oceanic Pacific, ‘Ofa-Ki-Levuka (‘Ofa) Guttenbeil-Likiliki 
 
“We will listen and we will hear you – your ideas about how we can face our shared challenges and achieve our shared 
aspirations together,” Wong declared on her first official visit to the Pacific. She went on to say that Australia would 
“draw on all elements of our relationships to achieve our shared interests”.  This came soon after her commitment to a 
First Nations foreign policy for Australia.”   
 
“For women’s rights organisations in the Oceanic Pacific, Wong’s words carry a lot of hope.There have been many 
conversations among women’s rights actors raising concerns about the undermining of their autonomy when it comes 
to aid, development and humanitarian planning and design. Unequal partnerships at the onset give way to ongoing 
colonial practices and the partnership is almost always perceived as donor and beneficiary.” 
 
Australia’s Development Agenda in the Pacific, Heather Wrathall and Melissa Conley Tyler 
 
“If Australia is serious about building a stronger Pacific family, in addition to strong climate action, a sizeable 
reinvestment in the building blocks of a robust development cooperation program is needed. Leaders of the Pacific 
Island Forum have committed to the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), calling for the support of development partners in delivering the promise of the SDGs. Securing enough 
resources to progress the SDGs remains a major challenge, with developing countries facing a growing financing 
gap estimated at US$4.2 trillion per year.” 
 
 

 

https://www.pennywong.com.au/media-hub/speeches/a-new-era-in-australian-engagement-in-the-pacific-speech-to-the-pacific-islands-forum-secretariat-suva-fiji-26-05-2022/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/7756003/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/7756003/
https://alp.org.au/policies/labors-plan-to-build-a-stronger-pacific-family
https://alp.org.au/policies/labors-plan-to-build-a-stronger-pacific-family
https://www.jointsdgfund.org/sdg-financing
https://www.jointsdgfund.org/sdg-financing

